Encouraging Public Participation

An organisation that may be of interest to Klacksun members, service users and carers alike is INVOLVE.
Funded by the National Institute for Health Reasearch (NIHR), INVOLVE’s role is to ‘support and promote active public involvement in NHS, public health and social care research,’ to quote the organisation’s website. 

I stumbled upon INVOLVE when an email concerning a new publication called Exploring Impact: Public Involvement in NHS, public health and social health research landed in my inbox. The title of the publication attracted me to it and I requested a copy. It would appear to be a report documenting examples of research where public involvement has played a significant part, with the public no longer being only the subjects of the research, the people being asked, but being involved in the planning and execution and evaluation of the research. It certainly appears to, in my view, give weight to our argument that those involved in the services are those who should be included in the information gathering and feedback about the services. Certainly, INVOLVE state that, 
‘…We believe that involving members of the public leads to research that is:

· more relevant to people’s needs and concerns 

· more reliable 

· more likely to be used.’
The website is to be found at www.invo.org.uk where more detail is available including how to sign-up to receive information (surface mail is available!). It would appear that you can even tick a box to say that you would like to be kept up to date about a particular area of research, such as mental health in the NHS.

A copy of Exploring Impact: Public Involvement in NHS, public health and social health research is available through the Klacksun office.
Jude
